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City diplomacy in general
´ Origin of diplomacy: city

Polis of Ancient Greece
(800 BC – 146)

Spring and Autumn period
in China (770 BC – 403 BC)

The term diplomacy is derived from the 18th
century French term diplomate, based on the
ancient Greek diplōma, which roughly means
“an object folded in two".

The earliest known sister city in Europe was
between Paderborn, Germany, and Le Mans,
France, in 836.

´ City diplomacy: the expanding role of cities in international politics –--- Clingendael in 2007
´ Evolution of sister city into city diplomacy

City diplomacy is a form of paradiplomacy
The prevailing view is that cross-border collaboration and experience sharing among city officials
reflect a type of global cooperation based primarily on pragmatism and problem-solving, rather
than geopolitical interests, which differentiates it from traditional multilateralism.
Cities are not signing international treaties, nor do they have embassies around the world.
However, cities can engage in all kinds of negotiations, reach agreements, and influence world
politics.
“in-between power” --- Peter van Ham (Social Power in International Politics)
• Local governments are profoundly connected to the public and local communities, which
gives them credibility,
• they belong to a larger government system, which gives them legitimacy.

City to city actions on urbanization,
climate adaptation and COVID-19
Through city diplomacy, cities can enhance
their position as global climate leaders.
City diplomacy enables cities to accelerate
and represent their interests, and those of
their citizens, in the delivery of the Paris
Agreement, the 2030 Sustainable
Development Agenda and other relevant
global objectives.
C40 networks help cities
replicate, improve and
accelerate climate action

The EU-China Urbanisation Partnership
Launched in 2012, offers a framework for concerted
actions between European and Chinese cities, such
as projects designed to assist Chinese mayors when
facing urbanisation and sustainable development
challenges.
12 European and Chinese cities as the first signed
cooperation agreements on urban sustainable
development in 2013. Amsterdam and Shenzhen is
one of the pairs, focused on low-carbon city
construction.

• Economic and material benefits
Various cities activated bilateral relations to procure masks. According to the data from CPAFFC,
till 6 Sept., China has exported 151.5 billion masks, 1.4 billion protective clothing, 230 million
goggles, 209,000 ventilators, 470 million test kits, and 80.14 million infrared thermometers.

• Exchange of experience and expertise

• Advocacy and influence (business support)
Case of Anthura in Yunnan Province
Upcoming Province of Zuid-Holland online “Hebei Week”
In the European Union, a group of cities is advocating through the Eurocities network in
coordination with the Committee of the Regions and the Cohesion Alliance for direct access to EU
relief funding and the reduction of European fiscal barriers that hinder long-term infrastructure
investments.

Europe and China relations
´ Systemic rival (EU) Vs Comprehensive strategic partnership (China)
q A cooperation partner with whom the EU
has closely aligned objectives,

v Developing a sound relationship with the EU has
long been a foreign policy priority for China.

q A negotiating partner with whom the EU
needs to find a balance of interests,

v China proposes that the two sides view the ChinaEU relationship from a strategic and long-term
perspective…

q An economic competitor in the pursuit of
technological leadership,
q A systemic rival promoting alternative
models of governance.

v Despite differences in history, culture, social systems
and development stages, China and the EU have no
fundamental strategic conflicts but share much
more common ground than differences.

--- March 2019, EU-China – A strategic outlook
--- Dec. 2018, China's Policy Paper on the European
Union

Neither the EU nor any of its Member States
can effectively achieve their aims with
China without full unity.

Perspective from Chinese side to develop a
subnational governmental relation
On June 24, 1973, Tianjin and Kobe,
Japan, signed a sister city agreement. It
was the first such agreement between
a Chinese and foreign city.

Till end of 2019, Chinese mainland's 31 provinces, autonomous regions,
municipalities and 496 cities have established 2,669 pairs of sister cities
with 549 provinces (states, counties, regions, provinces, etc.) and 1,694
cities in 138 countries.

Evolution and administration structure
´ “All diplomatic matters are significant （外交无小事）”

Decentralized

´ 外交是国家意志的集中体现，必须坚持外交大权在党中央（Diplomacy is a concentrated expression of the will of the
country, and we must insist that the power of diplomacy is in the CCP Central Committee）
Local foreign affairs were important components of the foreign affairs of the Party and the country, and of
great significance to advancing exchanges and cooperation with foreign countries and promoting local reform
and development. … effective arrangements for local foreign affairs under the centralized and unified leadership
of the Foreign Affairs Commission of the CPC Central Committee, as well as the centralized and rational allocation
of resources.
--- Xi Jinping’s speech at 1st meeting of the Foreign Affairs Commission of the CPC Central Committee, May 2018

Foreign Affairs Commission of the CPC Central Committee
Chairman: Xi Jinping

Provincial government

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Chinese People's Association
for Friendship with Foreign
(CPAFFC) ---China International
Friendly City Federation

Province foreign affairs office
Provincial CPAFFC
Foreign affairs issues from cities and
other departments
China International
Friendship Cities Conference

Three major goals of Chinese subnational
governments to conduct foreign affairs
´ In line with and support national’s general foreign policy
(e.g. China-Europe Railway Express under the Belt & Road Initialtive ;
investment of Hebei Iron and Steel in Serbia)
´ Facilitate local economic development, attract FDI and introduction of
technology
´ Promote city image and branding
(e.g. participate international city organization （UCLG）; organize worldwide
influential conference, G20 in Hangzhou ; cultural output (tourism)

Principle reasons for European cities and
regions to establish the relation with China
´ According to the data from CPAFFC, till beginning of 2018, 41 European countries established
918 pairs of sister cities with Chinese provinces, autonomous regions, municipalities and cities.
´ Business oriented: open the door for regional （SME）companies，and attract Chinese
investment
´ Hard choices between political ideals, such as the promotion of democracy and human
rights in China, and a potential source of growth.
Case of Swedish cities with China (when the business value becomes invisible)
´ Completely disconnection with China is impossible
with the market interests of local business community and the fact that China (especially Chinese
government) cannot be ignored in the international stage

Case study: Friendship relations between
Dutch cities and provinces with China
Many Dutch cities and provinces have ties with their counterparts in China. The emphasis is on
economic cooperation. Some partnerships also include cultural exchanges or the exchange of
information about how to address societal challenges.
Dutch-Chinese relations are also shaped by contacts and partnerships between stakeholders in
both countries that operate fairly autonomously and are not necessarily bound by government
policy (at least in the Netherlands).

Case study: Sister city termination
between Prague and Beijing
“one China policy” article in the MOU
between Prague and Beijing was initiated
by City of Prague
Both Beijing and Taipei are the chess pieces
of Czech’s domestic political competition
the entire China – Czech sort of honeymoon
bilateral relation in the last a few years was
a political drama of Czech

Adriana Krnáčová, ANO
2011 party, former Mayor of
Prague, a businesswoman
Zdeněk Hřib, Pirate Party,
current Mayor of Prague ;
Studied in Taiwan

Ye Jianming, Founder of CEFC,
China Energy Company Limited,
; Economic adviser of Zeman
Currently under investigation by
both China and U.S.

Andrej Babiš, ANO 2011
party, Prime Minister of the
Czech Republic, Second
richest person of Czech

Miloš Zeman,

(ČSSD) President of
the Czech Republic

Petr Kellner,

Founder of PPF Group
(60% of the business
related to China); the
richest person of Czech
Miloš Vystrčil, ODS,
President of the Senate；
Second politically highest
person next to President

Jaroslav Tvrdík, (ČSSD) a political entrepreneur
President of Czech China Chamber of Cooperation ;
China affairs advise of Zeman ; Chairman of CEFC
Europe

Bohuslav Sobotka, (ČSSD)
former Prime Minister of the
Czech Republic

Projects overview between Beijing and
Prague
´ Pivovary Lobkowicz Group (beer brewer) aimed to sell in China via Beijing Ershang Group Co.,
Ltd. In 2016: no further news and result yet
´ SK Slavia Prague Football Club, purchased by Sinobo Group (a real estate developer in Beijing,
and owner of Beijing Sinobo Guoan F.C.): two times championship in 16-17, and 18-19 seasons
´ Prague Zoo, the plan to introduce panda was stopped, (probably a pangolin will stay there to
instead)

